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3.  Wc  do  not  believe  in  the  endless  punishment  of  the 
wicked,  because  it  represents  the  Deity,  who  is  the  Fatli- 
er  of  our  spirits  and  of  all  mercicjs,  as  malignant  and 
cruel.  He  declares,  For  I  will  not  contend  for  ever,  nei¬ 
ther  will  I  be  always  wroth,  for  the  spirit  should  iidl  be¬ 
fore  me,  and  the  souls  which  1  have  made.”  “  For  the 
Lord  will  not  cast  off  for  ever  :  btit  though  he  cause  grief, 
yet  will  he  have  compassion  according  to  the  multitude  of 
his  mercies.  F'or  he  doth  not  afllici  willingly  nor  grieve 
the  children  of  men.”  The  doctrine  winch  represents 
that  the  Almighty  will  torment  his  own  offspring  as  long  as 
he  exists,  for  the  faults  committed  in  this  short  life,  is  di¬ 
rectly  contrary  to  his  eh  *ractcr  as  represented  in  these  pas¬ 
sages,  and  numerous  others. 

In  the  second  place,  we  w  ill  assign  the  reasons  w  hy  we 
believe  in  the  final  restoration  of  all  men.  'Fhey  are  the 
numerous  promises  which  either  imf>ly  or  assert  the  dtK  - 
trinc.  The  scriptures  declare,  that  in  the  srrd  of  Abraham, 
j(that  is,  in  Christ,)  all  nations,  kindreds,  and  families  of  tint 
earth  shall  be  blessed  ;  that  the  Lord  will  make  unto  all 
people  a  feast  of  fat  things,  destroy  the  face  of  covering 
cast  over  a//  people,  and  the  veil  that  is  spread  over  all  ria- 
tinns,  swallow  up  death  in  victory,  and  wipe  tears  from  off 
all  faces  ;  that  every  knee  shall  bow,  and  rren/  ttmpne  shall 
swear,  and  say.  In  the  Lord  have  1  iightoow'?e''FS  and 
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strcn^h  ;  that  God  will  have  all  men  to  be  saved,  and  come 
to  the  kno\vledi;c  of  the  truth,  and  that  the  uhole  crea¬ 
tion  shall  be  delivered  from  the  bondage  of  corruption  into 
the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God.  'I'he  scriptures 
inform  us,  that  God  hath  given  to  his  Son  a  kingdom,  that 
all  people  shall  serve  him,  that  the  Father  hath  given  all 
things  into  his  hands,  and  that  all  that  the  Father  hath  given 
him,  shall  come  to  him,  and  not  be  cast  out ;  that  the 
Messiah  shall  finish  transgression,  make  an  end  of  sins,  and 
bring  in  everlasting  righteousness  :  that  he  shall  destroy 
the  devil  and  his  works,  take  away  the  sin  of  the  world, 
and  cause  grace,  righteousness,  and  eternal  life  to  abound 
beyond  sin  and  death  ;  that  he  shall  subdue  all  things  to 
Jiimself,  gather  together  all  things  in  one,  and  reconcile  all 
things  by  the  blood  of  his  cross  ;  that  he  will  draw  all  men 
to  him,  and  cause  every  knee  to  bow’,  and  every  tongue  to  con¬ 
fess  that  he  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father.  To 
conclude  the  whole,  the  scriptures  inform  us,  that  deaths  the 
last  cnemy^  shall  be  destroyed,  and  all  things  shall  become 
new  ;  that  God  shall  be  all  in  cr//,  and  every  creature  in  heav¬ 
en,  on  earth,  under  the  earth,  such  as  are  in  the  sea,  and  all 
that  arc  in  them,  shall  })raisc  God  and  the  Lamb  for  ever 
and  ever.  See  Gen.  12:3,  and  18:  18.  Acts  3:  25.  Isa. 
25  :  C,  7,  8,  and  45,  23,  24.  Luke  3:10.  1st  Tim.  2  :  4. 
Rom.  8:  19 — 23.  Daiu  7:  13,  14.  Matt.  11  :  37.  .John 
0  :  37.  Dan.  9  :  24.  1st  .John  3  :  8.  John  1  :  29.  Rom. 
h  :  18—21.  Eph.  1:9,  10.  Col.  1:19,  20.  John  12  : 
32.  Hcb.  2:14.  Philip.  2  :  9,  10,  1 1.  1st  Cor.  15  :  24— 
28.  Rev.  5:13,  and  21  :  5. 

For  these  reasons,  brethren,  we  reject  the  doctrine  of 
endless  punishment,  and  believe  in  the  ultimate  restoration 
of  all  mankind.  To  us  the  suJ)ject  appears  perfectly  clear 
from  the  scriptures,  and  we  cannot  avoid  thinking  that,  if 
you  would  take  the  subject  under  candid  and  mature  con¬ 
sideration,  you  would  be  led  to  the  same  conclusion  that  wc 
have  been. 

’  Still  praying  that  the  God  of  all  light,  may  lead  you  into 
the  truth  of  his  unbounded  grace,  and  direct  nil  your  ways 
in  wisdom,  wc  remain  your  affectionate  brother  and  sister, 
in  the  faith  of  him  who  “  tasted  death  for  every  man,” 

Stephen  Cutler, 
Lucy  Cutler. 

This  letter  being  read  before  the  church,  a  committee 
was  appointed,  (consisting  of  the  pastor  and  one  other  gen¬ 
tleman)  to  wait  upon  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cutler,  and  see  if  they 
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could  not  be  prevailed  ufK)n  to  return  to  their  I'oriner  stand¬ 
ing.  Whey  accordingly  called  upon  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cutler, 
and  hSving  expresstSi  a  full  saiUfaciion  respecting  ilieir 
moral  and  Christian  character,  earnestly  inlrcated  tliem  to 
renounce  their  present  faith,  and  return  to  their  former. 
Thc}’^  expressed  a  willingness  to  return  and  walk  in  fellow¬ 
ship  with  the  church,  provided,  they  could  be  permitted  to 
enjoy  their  present  views  ;  but  this  was  denied  them. 
They  proposed  an  investigation  of  the  subject  with  the 
committee  ;  but  the  committee  declined  any  thing  of  tlie 
kind,  alleging  that  they  had  no  other  object  in  view’,  only 
to  admonish  them  of  their  error,  and  invite  them  to  return. 
The  committee  accordingly  retired.  Soon  after,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cutler  received  the  following  letter  from  the  Church  Clerk. 

TO  STEPHEN  AND  LUCV  CUTLER,  CRAFTON. 

You  fire  hereby  notified,  that  the  Baptist  Church  of  Christ 
in  Grafton,  have  this  day  excluded  you  from  their  com¬ 
munion  and  fellowship,  for  neglecting  to  meet  with  them, 
and  for  embracing  erroneous  sentiments. 

By  order  of  said  Church, 

Oliver  Kke,  Ch.  Clerk. 

Grafton^  Kov.  1,  1823. 

Remarks, 

We  here  sec  that  overbearing,  intolerant,  bigotted  spirit 
which  has  ever  characterized  the  disciples  of  John  Calvin, 
from  the  time  when  he  persecuted  and  put  to  death  the 
Spanish  physician,  because  liis  sentiments  did  not  accord 
with  his  own,  down  to  the  present  day.  Every  person  must 
subscribe  and  bow  to  every  article  in  their  creed,  or,  li-t 
their  Christian  character  be  ever  so  unblamable,  they  must 
suffer  excommunication  !  The  Baptist  church  in  Grafton, 
were  satisfied,  it  appears,  with  the  character  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Culler,  and  were  even  desirous  of  retaining  them  in 
membership,  if  they  would  only  come  up  to  the  full  .standard 
of  their  faith.  It  also  afipears,  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cutler 
were  w  illing  to  remain  members  of  the  Baptist  church,  if 
they  could  have  been  permitted  to  enjoy  their  own  jieculiar 
views  about  some  speculative  doctrines,  and  that  they  onl^ 
requested  a  dismission,  from  an  apprehension  that  their 
memlxjrship  would  not  be  thought  desirable  with  their  pres¬ 
ent  sentiments.  Now,  how  much  more  honorable  and  agree¬ 
able  with  enlightened  Christian  charity  it  would  have  been, 
if  the  Baptist  church,  instead  of  excommunicating  them  for 
differing  in  some  points  of  faith,  had  affectionately  invited 
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them  to  have  continued  in  fellowship,  and  entertain  such 
views  as  they  could  reconcile  with  their  own  conscience 
and  the  Scriptures.  But  no  such  lenity  as  this  could  he 
shown  ;  they  must  believe  all  and  every  thing  that  the  self- 
supposed  infallible  church  did,  or  they  must  be  excluded  as 
heretics ! 

It  is  really  worthy  of  notice,  that  the  committee,  authoriz¬ 
ed  and  sent  by  the  church  to  labor  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cut¬ 
ler,  declined  any  thing  like  an  investigation  upon  those  points 
of  faith  wherein  they  supposed  their  brother  and  sister  to 
be  in  an  error.  All  they  wished  was,  to  admonish  them  of 
their  errors,  and  invite  them  to  return  by  relinquishing 
them !  Was  ever  a  Roman  pontiff  more  dictatorial  than  this? 
Could  they  have  the  vanity  to  suppose  that  this  course  of 
conduct  would  reclaim  a  deluded  brother  and  sister  ?  If 
they  wished  to  reclaim  them  from  their  errors,  w  hy  did  they 
not  answer  their  letters,  or,  in  conversation,  point  out  to 
them  from  the  scriptures,  wherein  they  had  erred  ?  But,  in¬ 
stead  of  this,  their  ow  n  assertion  w  as  the  law.  This  is  the 
Calvinistic  mode  of  reclaiming  those  whom  they  consider 
erroneous!  “  Whoso  readeth,  let  him  understand.” 

Toleration. 


m,  ii. 

{Concluded  from  page  104.) 

Secondly,  We  shall  exhibit  the  agency  of  the  sense  of 
shame  in  promoting  a  work  of  reformation.  It  is  in  the 
order  of  nature,  that  certain  evils  should  wwk  their  own 
remedy.  Whether  a  similar  arrangement  makes  a  part  of 
the  moral  system,  may  be  doubted  by  many,  and  the  ques¬ 
tion  can  only  be  settled  by  an  appeal  to  reason  and  revela¬ 
tion.  If  a  course  of  sin  always  appeared  as  delightful,  as  it 
generally  docs  at  its  first  opening,  there  would  be  one  in¬ 
ducement  to  a  continuance  in  it ;  or  to  change  the  proposi¬ 
tion,  one  inducement  to  leave  such  a  course  would  be  want¬ 
ing.  If  the  w  icked  did  not  indeed  flee,”  even  when  unpur¬ 
sued;  if  they  did  not  tremble  at  the  shaking  of  a  leaf;  and 
if,  like  the  righteous,  they  were  ‘‘bold  as  a  lion,”  then  their 
path  would  be  divested  of  some  very  serious  inconveniences; 
and  its  smoothness  would  invite  the  traveller  to  continue  his 
pleasing  progress.  There  is  no  man,  however,  who  feels 
prepared  to  subscribe  to  such  a  doctrine,  because  it  posi¬ 
tively  contradicts  his  experience  and  observation.  Remove 
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♦lut  of  the  way  all  other  impediments,  yet  shame  will  exert 
its  agency.  The  wanderer  will  find,  at  times,  at  least,  that 
his  “  feet  stumble  upon  dark  mountains,'’  that  “  he  walks  in 
darkness,”  and  must  “  grope  for  the  wall  like  the  blind.” 
The  w'ord  of  God  recognizes  this  arrangement  as  clearly  as 
reason  and  observation  certify  it  to  our  minds.  “  The  back¬ 
slider  in  heart  shall  be  tilled  with  his  own  ways.”  ”  Th v 
own  wickedness  shall  correct  thee,  and  thy  backsliding  shall 
reprove  thee.”  “  I  perish  with  hunger,”  says  the  prodigal, 
“  1  will  arise  and  go  to  my  father.” 

That  the  above  conseiincnces  result  from  the  action  of  a 
benevolent  First  Cause,  is  evident  from  this  consideration, 
that  real  benevolence  gives  shame  all  its  power,  and  arms 
it  with  tenfold  pungency.  A  man  has  oiTended  against  the 
purest  good  will  ;  he  has  stigmatized  the  most  exalteil 
friendship ;  he  has  misrepresented  and  abused  the  best  of 
characters.  Why  is  he  then  covered  with  confusion,  in  the 
presence  of  the  man  he  has  injured ;  w  lien  the  latter  as¬ 
sures  him  that  he  thinks  nothing  of  his  conduct — has  for¬ 
given  all,  and  is  as  ready  as  ever  to  do  him  a  good  office  ? 
It  is  this  very  disposition  in  the  man  of  virtue,  that  gives  the 
other  such  excessive  pain.  Had  he  found  him  otherwise, 
he  might  have  erected  his  head  against  him  in  proud  defi¬ 
ance.  It  is  love,  in  principle  and  action,  that  gives  shame 
all  its  efficacy. 

The  preceding  statements  were  intended  to  exhibit  the 
uses  to  which  our  sensations  of  guilt  arc  ap)>licd;  and  they 
have  represented  shame  as  an  evil,  beneficently  intended 
to  cure  a  greater  evil.  But  we  have  not  found  to  our  satis¬ 
faction,  that  this  same  evil  can  cure  itself.  W'e  have  brought 
you  thus  far  in  the  subject,  and  taken  the  course  which  wc 
have  pursued,  in  order  to  evince  precisely,  w  hat  this  course 
can  accomplish,  and  no  more  ;  the  question  still  recurs, 
how  shall  we  be  delivered  from  shame  and  confusion? 
How  can  the  text  ever  become  a  truth,  realized  by  the 
sinner  ?  Thou  shalt  no  more  be  ashamed  for  all  thy  doings, 
wherein  thou  hast  transgressed  against  me.”  VVe  shall  dis¬ 
cuss  the  point  under  the  third  article  of  this  discourse. 

It  will  not  be  necessary  here  to  go  into  a  consideration  of 
the  various  opinions  of  men,  in  relation  to  this  question.  It 
will  be  sufficient  to  state  in  the  first  place,  that  many  have 
considered  it  too  difficult  to  answer,  and  have  frankly  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that,  at  present  they  see  no  way,  in  which  the 
guilty  can  be  made  entirely  free  from  a  sense  of  shame, 
either  in  thi^  world  or  the  next.  They  suppose,  w'ith  some 
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justice,  at  least  with  some  plausibility,  that  the  more  virtu¬ 
ous  a  man  becomes,  the  more  he  will  detest  vice,  and  that 
the  higher  he  ascends  in  the  scale  of  holiness,  the  more 
odious  will  all  unrighteousness  appear  in  his  view  ;  and  of 
consc({uence,  the  deeper  must  be  their  sense  of  shame,  that 
they  have  ever  given  themselves  to  the  service  of  sin.  It 
may  be  remarked  here,  that  if  there  is  any  deficiency  in 
this  argument,  or  inconclusiveness  in  the  inference  from  the 
premises,  it  consists  in  this,  that  the  argument  is  indefinite 
as  to  the  time  for  the  continuance  of  this  supposed  view'  of 
sin,  contrasted  with  holiness ;  and  that  the  inference  seems 
to  involve  the  idea,  that  shame  may  eternally  exist,  Ixjcausc 
it  now  has  an  existence.  Dismissing  this  view  of  the  case, 
for  the  present,  we  shall  next  lay  before  you  a  theory, 
which  has  been  adopted  by  many,  and  appears  to  have 
given  its  supporters  entire  satisfaction.  The  theory  is  as  fol¬ 
lows  ;  “that  when  the  mind  perceives, that  all  the  evil,  which 
it  ever  designed  or  practised,  has  been  overruled,  or  directed 
to  universal  good,  it  finds  itself  at  ease,  and  is  exonerated 
from  remorse  and  shame.”  And  the  theory  in  question  sup¬ 
poses,  that  such  a  view  of  the  benevolent  government  of 
God,  is  alone  adequate  to  a  complete  obliteration  of  all  the 
painful  impressions  w  hich  a  sense  of  sin  has  made  upon  the 
soul.  To  this  method  of  solving  the  difficulty,  I  cannot 
assent,  for  the  following  reasons;  1.  It  seems  to  suppose, 
that  man  does  not  act  for  himself,  as  a  conscious  intelligent 
agent,  when  he  commits  evil ;  whereas  all  our  observation 
proves,  that  we  never  commit  sin  with  the  most  distant  view 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  man,  or  add  to  the  felicity  of  the 
universe.  Why  then,  it  may  be  asked,  should  we  be  allowed 
to  contemplate  an  event  with  a  consciousness  of  compla¬ 
cency,  when  we  never  had  a^iy  consciousness  of  a  desire  to 
be  instrumental  in  producing  such  an  event  ?  2.  It  is  allow¬ 
ed  on  all  hands,  that  the  intention  of  an  agent  constitutes 
the  act  either  good  or  bad.  When  a  man  commits  a  deed, 
with  an  intention  to  do  evil,  this  circumstance  gives  him  his 
sinful  charactrt’,  fixes  his  guilt,  and  produces  his  shame. 
From  this  it  follows,  that  the  consequences  of  an  act,  be 
they  as  good  as  you  please,  cannot  absolve  the  agent  from 
criminality,  nor  divest  him  of  shame  for  what  he  has  done, 
because  his  intention  was  criminal.  It  is  true,  that  if  a  man 
in  these  circumstances  had  begun  to  have  a  tenderness  of 
feeling,  for  the  welfare  of  others,  it  would  set  his  mind  at 
rest  to  learn,  that  his  wicked  intention  had  been  defeated, 
and  that  much  good  had  resulted  from  what  he  purposed 
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for  evil ;  but  here  the  matter  would  end ;  this  knowledge 
would  not  destroy  his  sense  of  shame ;  for  this  is  founded 
immediately  upon  the  man's  intention,  and  has  no  relation 
whatever  to  the  consc(|uences  resulting  from  his  conduct. 
And  if  the  conse(juences  do  not,  Ijecause  they  are  good,  re¬ 
move  the  cause,  or  destroy  the  quality  of  the  act,  which  wc 
have  found  to  consist  in  the  intention,  how  can  they  exoner¬ 
ate  the  transgressor  from  the  attendants  or  fruits  of  his  trans¬ 
gression  ?  In  order  to  be  free  from  an  effect,  we  must  depend 
upon  the  removal  of  the  cause. 

If  then,  the  theory  which  wc  have  just  examined  should 
not  appear  to  promise  the  desired  success,  in  removing  the 
evil  alluded  to  in  the  text,  there  would  remain  one  method 
more,  w  hich  on  many  accounts  deserves  our  attention  ;  it  is 
simple,  consistent  with  the  general  laws  of  our  existence, 
and  holds  a  close  analogy  to  things  with  which  we  have  an 
acquaintance,  sufficiently  minute  for  all  the  purposes  of  life. 
Sin  is  a  wound  innicteu  in  the  soul,  and  shame  is  the  an¬ 
guish,  which  attends  or  follows  its  infliction.  We  shall  fol¬ 
low  this  figurative  mode  of  illustration,  because  it  happily 
illustrates  the  subject,  and  is  moreover  justified  by  the  use 
made  of  it  by  inspired  men.  If  a  man  receives  a  wound  in 
his  body,  consequent  upon  any  moral  irregularity,  the  pain 
which  succeeds  will  remind  him  of  his  folly,  and  happy  will 
he  be,  if  it  acts  as  a  preventative  of  future  impropriety  or 
vice.  But  in  order  to  the  cure  of  the  wound,  it  is  necessary 
that  the  person  abstain  from  all  irregularities,  especially 
such  as  would  tend  to  augment  his  complaint  and  increase 
his  danger.  If  he  perseveres  in  a  proper  course,  till  nature 
has  had  time  to  exhibit  her  curative  principle,  and  art  has 
co-operated  in  the  salutary  work,  the  wound  will  be  healed, 
and  the  pain  of  it  lie  remembered  no  more.  In  this  case,  a 
restoration  to  health  gives  entire  ease  to  the  whole  system. 

Between  the  case  just  mentioned,  and  the  one  which  it  is 
designed  to  illustrate,  there  is  evidently  a  very  strong  analo¬ 
gy.  The  sinner  transgresses,  till  transgression  has  become 
liabitual ;  his  sinful  habits  appear  to  be  fixed,  and  indeed  arc 
so,  as  far  as  any  thing  temporal  can  assume  a  fixed  and 
permanent  character.  When  the  baseness  and  depravity 
of  his  conduct  stand  fully  exposed  before  him,  his  heart  re¬ 
ceives  a  wound  unfclt  liefore ;  it  j>cnetrates  deeply;  ‘‘the 
word  of  God  is  (juick  and  powerful,  sharper  than  any  Iw'o- 
edged  sword,  and  piercing  gven  to  the  dividing  asunder  of 
soul  and  spirit,  of  joints  and  mirrow,  and  is  a  discerner  of 
the  thoughts  and  intents  of  the  heart.'*  What  shame  and 
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confusion  overwhelm  him!  w  hat  mental  pains  he  experiences, 
and  how  hopelessly  wretched  may  not  his  condition  appear 
to  him  !  This  condition  indicaics  one  of  two  things,  either 
that  the  subject  suffers  the  consequences  of  his  folly,  be¬ 
cause  the  foolishness  of  his  heart  has  not  departeef  from 
him,  or  that,  though  the  cause  be  removed,  yet  all  its  cfl’ects 
have  not  ceased.  The  latter  is  a  case  of  frequent  occur¬ 
rence  ;  the  instrument  by  which  a  wound  is  inflicted  to-day, 
is  the  original  cause  of  the  wound  and  of  its  subsequent  an¬ 
guish  :  the  instrument  is  immediately  withdrawn,  still  the 
pain  continues  for  a  considerable  time.  It  is  perfect 
restoration  to  a  healthy  state  which  relieves  all  its  an¬ 
guish.  In  the  moral  system  the  case  is  the  same ;  a  restor¬ 
ation  to  confirmed  virtue,  alone  obliterates  the  remembrance 
of  past  iniquities,  and  removes  the  shame  w  hich  they  occa¬ 
sioned. 

Vice  is  as  much  a  habit  w  Inch  \vc  acquire  as  BDy  thing 
that  bears  the  name.  Through  its  gradual  course,  it  inflicts 
more  or  less  mental  pain,  just  as  common  habits  give  us 
more  or  less  inconvenience ;  but  w  hen  any  evil  course  has 
brought  us  to  that  state,  that  we  feel  more  than  ever  the 
evil  of  our  way,  we  are  then  at  a  crisis,  when  means  will 
have  a  salutary  effect.  Then  is  the  time  to  change  the 
habit,  by  introducing  another  more  conducive  to  health  and 
life.  Considering  man  as  he  is,  we  might  expect  the  same 
of  him  morally  as  naturally  ;  and  the  only  authentic  history 
of  man  shews  him  in  this  point  of  light.  Had  ever  so  much 
persuasion  been  emplo^’ed  to  have  deterred  the  ten  brethren 
from  their  cruelty  to  Joseph,  it  would  probably  have  proved 
unavailing,  and  might  have  subjected  a  disinterested  monitor 
to  sarcasm  and  ridicule ;  but  when  arrived  at  the  point  to¬ 
wards  which  their  wickedness  was  hurrying  them,  they 
pause,  they  reflect,  their  accumulated  baseness  and  perfidy 
appal  them ;  the  wound  w  hich  they  have  been  instrumental 
in  giving  themselves  becomes  dreadfully  painful;  it  absorbs 
every  other  concern  ;  shame  and  remorse  cover  their  faces; 
they  cannot  reply,  even  to  the  most  cordial,  fraternal  ex¬ 
pressions  of  regard,  “they  could  not  answer  Joseph,  for 
they  were  troubled  at  his  presence.”  This  w  as  the  proper 
conjuncture  of  tinje  to  offer  wholesome  admonition,  and 
pour  in  soothing  consolations.  In  a  word,  this  was  the  time 
to  attempt  a  change  of  habit,  and  to  make  efforts  to  remove 
the  shame  and  confusion  \^ieh  covered  these  men  of  blood. 

I  will  detain  you  no  longer,  than  to  give  a  brief  summary 
of  the  leading  ideas  of  this  discourse,  by  way  of  review. 


I 


t’Nf^'ERSAL  EEATORATiew.  12l 

We  have  argued  that  the  passion  of  shame  has  its  use  in 
the  moral  system,  and  is  btmcficently  intended  as  one  of  the 
guardians  of  virtue,  and  correctives  of  vice.  In  stating  this, 
we  have  meant  to  include  the  idea,  that  when  the  olficc 
which  this  passion  performs,  is  fulfilled,  it  can  no  longer  be 
useful,  and  must  of  necessity  become  cxtitjci.  We  have 
found  in  our  subsequent  inquiries,  that  a  deliverance  from 
sin  is  the  only  evangelical  mean  of  deliverance  from  shame; 
that  a  confirmed  habit  of  holiness  will  necessarily  expel  all 
but  holiness  and  whaf  is  connected  with  it ;  that  this  condi¬ 
tion  is  that  which  the  scriptures  designate  by  the  appella¬ 
tion  of  health,  soundness  and  life ;  that  for  these  most  be¬ 
nign  and  happy  consequences  provision  is  made  in  the  di¬ 
vine  constitution,  the  kingdom  of  grace  ;  and’finally,  that  by 
means,  included  in  that  constitution,  sofuc  of  which  have 
been  explained,  the  language  of  the  text  will  be  realized, 
in  that  day  shalt  thou  not  be  ashamed  for  all  thy  doings, 
wherein  thou  hast  transgressed  against  me.” 


Urttf  Hbtitc 

OF  THE  VIEWS  OF  SEVERAL  WEITEKS  THE  ©OCTRIKE  OF  I’XlVEESAt 

RESTORATION. 

{Ctntinwd  frtm  page  106.) 

In  the  prosecution  of  our  original  purpose,  as  expressed 
at  the  head  of  this  article,  we  shall  now  mention  the  namen 
of  others  of  the  ancient  fathers  and  theological  writers,  who 
have  been  claimed  as  advocates  of  the  doctrine  of  L'nivorsal 
Restoration  ;  or  have,  at  least,  given  intimation  in  their  wri¬ 
tings,  that  they  were  believers  in  that  doctrine.  Modern 
defenders  of  Univcrsalism  have  found  reasons  to  number; 
among  their  brethren  in  the  faith  of  “the  common  salvation,” 
Clemens  Romanus,  wdio  lived  in  or  near  tlie  age  of  the 
apostles;  Clemens  Alexandrinus,  the  master  of  Origen  ;  Gre¬ 
gory  Nyssenus,  or  Gregory  of  Nys.sen  ;  JSulpitius  Severus, 
an  ecclesiastical  historian;  Domitianus,  bishop  of  Ancyra, 
and  Facundus.  We  have  had  no  opfiortunrty  to  consult  the 
writings  of  these  men;  but  that,  they  expre.^sed  fbcn»:-clves 
in  some  parts  of  their  works,  in  a  way  favorable  to  the  idea 
of  a  universal  restoration,  wc  have  no  doubt.  If  it  be  said, 
as  it  has  been,  that  these  writers  have  expressed  sentirnentij 
inconsistent  with  the  doctrine  of  universal  happiness;  we  can 
only  say  in  reply,  that,  the  same  opposing  views  arc  enter¬ 
tained  of  the  scriptures;  that,  some  who  sup|>ose,  that  if  sal¬ 
vation  is  universal,  little  or  nothing  will  be  said  of  punlih^ 
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Dicnt  or  misery,  finding  that  the  above  writers  have  con¬ 
tended  for  the  punishment  of  the  wicked,  and  perhaps  have 
used  the  terms  which  express  a  long  duration  of  suffering, 
may  have  given  up  those  authors,  at  once,  and  consitlcied 
them  as  the  defenders  of  the  doctrine  of  endless  misery. 
The  views  which  we  entertain  of  the  meaning  of  an  author’s 
words  depend  much  upon  our  feelings,  our  prejudices,  and 
upon  the  principles  by  which  we  allow  ourselves  to  inter¬ 
pret  his  language.  If  a  man,  who  believed  that  all  punish¬ 
ment  ceases  with  this  life,  were  to  read  ori^en,  especia 
where  he  asserts  the  future  suflerings  of  the  vickca,  ^\obld 
he  not  be  liable  to  conclude,  that  his  author  helieved  in  end¬ 
less  misery  ?  Would  not  this  conclusion  be  expected,  from 
the  reader’s  state  of  mind,  and  bias  of  opinion,  though  the 
writer  whose  works  he  was  reading  should  use  no  tern.s  in 
relation  to  the  misery  of  the  wicked,  but  what  are  employ¬ 
ed  in  the  holy  senptures  ? 

Leaving  the  primitive  ages,  w  e  shall  come  dow  n  to  modern 
limes  ;  and  before  this  article  is  finally  concluded,  we  shall 
advert  to  the  writings  of  men,  who  have  expressed  their 
views  in  language  which  admits  no  doubt  of  their  belief. 
We  shall  cite  authors  who' have  devoted  their  labors  to  the 
defence  and  support  of  the  doctrine  of  “  the  restitution  of  all 
things.”  Among  those,  we  have  seen  some  of  an  earlier 
date  than  Richard  Coppin,  who  lived,  preached  and  wrote 
in  England,  about  the  middle  of  the  17th  century.  \S  e  have 
seen  but  one  copy  of  his  works,  and  that  w  as  greatly  muti¬ 
lated  and  very  imperfect.  From  all  that  we  can  collect  con¬ 
cerning  this  writer,  it  appears  that,  he  was  a  man  of  consid¬ 
erable  strength  of  mind,  but  without  the  advantages  of  much 
literature  ;  that  he  possessed  a  fervid  and  lively"  imagination, 
and  exercised  it  in  giving  allegorical  interpretaiions  of  the 
scriptures,  of  which  method  of  treating  the  word  he  seems 
to  have  been  excessively  fond  ;  that,  he  held  many  public 
disputations  with  the  clergy  of  the  established  church,  w  hich 
circumstance  shows  that,  lie  w  as  not  considered  beneath  their 
notice,  and  that,  they  view'ed  him  as  rather  dangerous  to 
their  schemes  of  divinity  ;  that,  he  was  calumniated  and  per¬ 
secuted  for  his  religious  opinions,  and  suffered  much  in  sup¬ 
port  of  the  doctrine  that  he  had  espoused  ;  and  finally,  it  ap¬ 
pears  from  the  work  to  which  we  allude,  that  Mr.  Coppin 
helieved  in  the  immediate  happiness  of  mankind,  w  hen  death 
dissolves  the  earthly  tabernacle. 

The  next  author  whom  we  shall  mention,  is  Dr.  Henry 
More,  w  ho  wrote  in  1668,  and  who  speaks  favorably  of  the 
doctrine  of  universal  salvation. 
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There  is  a  work  in  the  French  language,  enlitleil,  “  Kn- 
iretiens  sur  la  restitution  I'niverselle  ucla  Creation,” or  Con¬ 
ferences  upon  the  universal  restitution  of  the  Creation.  1  hi*^ 
work  is  said  to  possess  great  merit.  It  was  written  Fy  a 
■oblcman  and  minister  of  the  King  of  Prussia. 

(To  be  continued*) 


The  CfMtnrral  itonbrntion. 

The  General  Convention  of  the  New’  England  States  and 
others,  held  its  annual  meeting  on  the  17th  and  13ih  of  Sept. 
1823,  at  Clinton,  N.  V.  Brother  A.  Kneeland  was  chosen 
Moderator,  and  Brothers  K.  Carriejue  and  N.  Stacey,  Clerks. 

The  Conventional  I)iscoui.scs  were  delivered  by  Brother 
R.  Carrique,  from  Romans  viii.  31 — Brother  Pitt  Morse 
from  .Tohn  vi,  \5 — Brother  A.  Kneeland,  from  2  Timothy  iii. 
16 — Brother  P.  Dean,  from  1  Timothy  iv,  IG. 

The  usual  business  of  the  Convention  was  attended  to  in 
its  proper  order.  The  committees  for  visiting  the  several 
associations  were  appointed.  Interesting  reports  were  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  committees,  who  visited  those  associations 
in  the  recess  of  the  Convention.  The  complaints  w  high  were 
exhibited  against  Brothers  H.  Ballou  and  P.  Dean,  were, 
heard,  and  considered,  and  those  brethren  exonerated  from 
the  charges  preferred  against  them.  The  societies  in  Staf¬ 
ford,  Le  Roy,  Paw  let,  and  VVelb,  were  received  into  the  fel¬ 
lowship  of  the  Convention.  Brother  S.  F.  King  was  ordain¬ 
ed,  and  Brothers  W.  Skinner,  .1.  FVench  and  1...  Blood,  re¬ 
ceived  letters  of  fellowship.  Brother  P.  Dean  requested  to 
be  dismissed  from  the  Convention,  and  his  recjuesl  w’as  grant¬ 
ed.  The  Convention  was  adjourned  to  meet  at  Stafforcl,  Vt. 
on  the  third  Wednesday  and  Thursday  in  Sept.  1821. — 
Thirty-one  ministering  brethren  were  present,  exclusive  of 
the  three  w  ho  received  the  fellow  ship  of  the  Convention. 


GENERAL  EPISTLE  OF  THE  GENERAL  CONVENTION. 

To  all  the  Churches,  Societies,  and  believers,  in  fellow’ship 
with  this  Convention — 

To  all  who  rejoice  unspeakably  in  the  faith  of  the  eternal 
salvation  of  a  sinful  world  through  the  redemption  that  is  in 
Christ  Jesus — 
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To  nil  who  love  our  Lord  .Icsus  Christ  in  sincerity,  of 
every  sect,  name,  and  denomination  beneath  the  canopy  oi 
Heaven — 

To  all  who  know  not  God,  and  sit  in  the  region  and  shad¬ 
ow  of  moral  death — 

To  all  the  sons  and  daughters  of  wTCtchedness  and  want — 

To  all  the  ransomed  family  of  mankind — 

To  the  vast  fraternity  of  intelligent  beings  who  are  con¬ 
nected  with  each  other  and  with  the  supremely  glorious  Au¬ 
thor  of  ail  life  by  an  affinity  as  endless  as  existence — 

To  all  herein  addressed,  wherever  this  Epistle  may  come, 
the  General  Convention  of  Universalists  send  salutations  of 
heavenly  peace — humbly  and  fervently  beseeching  the  Fath¬ 
er  of  boundless  mercies  to  shed  abroad  the  benign  influences 
of  his  all-conquering  love  through  our  common  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  the  image  of  the  livingGod,  and 
the  first  born  ol  every  creature. 

Dearly  beloved  Breihreny 

The  infinitely  wise  and  ever  gracious  Parent  of  the  uni¬ 
verse  has  kindly  granted  us  another  anniversary  convoca¬ 
tion,  and  has  so  copiously  showered  on  us  the  dews  of  di¬ 
tine  grace,  that  we  feel  bound  to  exercise  unfeigned  and  ev¬ 
erlasting  gratitude  to  Him,  as  the  great  Giver  of  every  good 
and  perfect  gift ;  and  we  most  cordially  invite  every  sincere 
lover  of  truth,  and  every  humble  disciple  of  the  Son  of  God, 
to  participate  in  our  spiritual  joys,  and  partake  of  the  riches 
of  gospel  grace,  prepared  in  infinite  mercy  for  all  people. — 
We  were  received  by  the  brethren  in  the  faith  of  the  com¬ 
mon  salvation  at  the  place  of  our  assembling,  with  the  live¬ 
liest  expressions  of  Christian  aflection,  which  were  most 
heartily  reciprocated.  The  business  of  the  Council  was 
performed  w  ith  decorum,  [irccision,  and  wisdom ;  and  though 
certain  difficulties  of  a  nature  extremely  painful  were  brougnt 
before  us,  yet  we  trust  that  the  moderation,  patience,  and 
prudence  which  prevailed  in  our  council,  have  j)roduced 
such  decisions  as  will  terminate  those  unhappy  and  unfor¬ 
tunate  differences,  and  perpetuate  the  peace  and  harmony  of 
the  Order.  Two  of  the  most  able  and  most  esteemed  breth¬ 
ren  among  us  were  impeached,  and  it  must  be  highly  grati¬ 
fying  to  every  benevolent  mind  that  both  were  exonerated. 
The  existence  of  such  difficulties  demonstrate  human  frailty, 
and  afford  us  all  an  impressive  lesson  for  our  improvement. 
The  dissolution  of  our  connexion  with  brother  Dean,  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  request,  produced  unutterable  emotions  of  sorrow 
In  our  hearts  ;  but  it  seemed  to  be  expedient.  If  one  mcm- 
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ber  of  the  body  suffer,  all  the  members  suffer  with  it.  How¬ 
ever  unpropitious  any  of  these  things  may  appear  to  our  lim¬ 
ited  minds,  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  under  the 
direction  of  Inhnitc  Wisdom,  they  arc  among  those  things 
which  shall  work  together  for  the  greatest  good. of  all  con¬ 
cerned.  We  are  aware  that  a  bigotted  world  is  disposed  to 
take  advantage  of  every  untoward  circumstance  to  point  the 
linger  of  derision  ;  but  if  any  posscvss  sufficient  malignity  to 
rejoice  at  the  misfortunes  of  others,  wc  beseech  them  seri¬ 
ously  to  consider  what  manner  of  spirit  they  are  of.  If  any 
feel  disposed  to  triumph  because  our  denomination  bears 
any  mark  of  human  imperfection — let  that  Sect  which  has 
invariably  been  without  difficulty  among  thcmselve^^  cast  the 
first  stone. 

During  our  Session,  our  hearts  were  made  glad  by  the 
joyful  intelligence,  received  from  every  direction,  of  the  in¬ 
crease  of  believers,  the  formation  of  societies  and  associa¬ 
tions,  the  organization  of  churches,  the  addition  of  laborers 
to  the  ministry,  and  the  unexampled  prosperity  of  Zion  in 
the  rapid  advancement  of  gospel  truth,  'fhe  cause  of  uni¬ 
versal  benevolence,  grace,  and  salvation  is  generally  nour¬ 
ishing  throughout  our  happy  country  ;  particularly  in  Maine, 
Massachusetts,  Khode-lsland,  Connecticut,  Pennsylvania,  and 
various  parts  of  the  State  of  New-York.  At  this  anniversary 
Session,  one  young  brother  was  set  apart  to  the  work  of  the 
ministry  of  reconciliation,  by  the  solemnity  of  ordination  ; 
and  three  others  received  into  fellowship  as  ministers  of'the 
divine  word  :  all  of  whom,  wc  humbly  trust,  have  been  en- 
downed  from  above  to  testify  the  gospel  of  tlie  never-failing 
grace  of  God — and  we  fervently  invoke  on  them  the  eternal 
l>cnedicUons  of  heaven,  for  their  faithfulness  and  success  in 
the  promotion  of  peace  on  earth  and  good  will  amongst 
men,  and  in  all  the  labors  of  the  moral  vineyard  of  our  Ciod. 

The  services  of  the  sanctuary  were  solemn,  powerful,  in¬ 
structive,  and  delightful.  The  devout  w  orship  of  the  temple 
was  enlivened  by  the  masterly  performance  of  a  large  choir 
of  singers,  w  ho  tuned  every  heart  to  the  inlluence  of  devo¬ 
tion,  while  thronging  multitudes  and  listening  thousands  in¬ 
haled  the  pure  spirit  of  impartial  benevolence,  and  w  ith  joy 
unspeakable  and  full  of  glory,  received  the  divine  energy  of 
eternal  and  infinite  love.  From  the  Kecoid  of  lieavcirs 
gracious  w  ill,  and  the  testament  of  eternal  mercy,  we  learn¬ 
ed  that  God  is  the  ever-living  Fountain  of  goodness,  the  ever¬ 
lasting  Benefactor  of  all  his  creatures,  and  that  no  create^ 
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bein^  can  prevail  against  us. — There  we  contemplated  the 
vast  importance  of  the  pure  inspiration  of  heaven,  uncontam* 
inated  by  the  senseless  tradition  of  a  superstitious  world,  and 
unadulterated  by  the  labors  of  imperfect  men.  I'here  we 
feasted  on  the  bread  of  God  w  hich  giveih  spiritual  and  eter¬ 
nal  life  to  a  sinful,  famishing  world.  There  we  received  the 
strong  injunction  of  perpetual  continuance  in  the  doctrine  of 
divine  life  and  eternal  truth.  The  heavens  showered  down 
righteousness  and  grace— our  minds  were  instructed — our 
souls  edified — our  hearts  gladdened — our  spirits  rejoiced — 
the  silken  cord  of  div  ine  love  entwined  every  heart — the  ac¬ 
cents  of  mercy  breathed  in  every  breeze — creation  smiled 
in  the  boundless  bounty  of  God — and  the  swelling  tide  of 
gratitude  and  heart-felt  joy  ascended  to  the  holy  habitation 
of  Divinity. 

The  believers  in  the  fulfilment  of  the  divine  promise  that 
all  nations,  all  families,  and  all  kindreds  of  the  earth  shall 
be  blessed  with  justification  through  faith  in  Christ,  the 
head  of  every  man,  and  the  heir  of  all  things,  have  abund- 
RMt  reason  to  rejoice  in  all  the  dispensations  of  our  heavenly 
Father,  and  to  let  their  light  shine  before  men  that  others 
beholding  their  good  works  may  glorify  their  Father  in 
Heaven. 

Brethren  :  While  you  behold  the  light  of  the  Sun  of 
righteousness  beaming  from  on  high  in  all  the  splendor  of 
unclouded  day,  and  chasing  darkness  from  the  human  mind- 
while  you  are  surrounded  ^jy  the  numberless  blessings  of 
the  all-bountiful  Providence  of  God,  and  enjoy  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  social  existence — while  you  feel  the  delightful,  the 
life-giving  influence  of  Almighty  goodness  and  grace — w  hile, 
by  an  eye  of  faith,  you  witness  the  kingdoms  of  this  world 
becoming  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  of  his  Christ — wdiile 
you  contemplate  the  nameless  felicities  of  immortality  and 
endless  life — can  you  suppress  the  rising  emotions  of  love  to 
the  God  of  your  salvation  ?  Can  you  fail  to  cherish  the  spirit 
of  universal  philanthropy-r-to  promote  the  peace  and  good 
order  of  society — to  do  justly,  love  mercy,  and  w  alk  hum¬ 
bly — and  to  evince,  by  well  ordered  lives  and  conversation, 
that  you  have  been  taught  of  God  ?  May  the  peace  of  God 
that  passeth  all  understanding  be  ever  yours. 

Brethren  in  the  ministry  of  universal  reconciliation,  SutTer 
the  word  of  exhortation  from  one  who  would  ever  joyfully 
share  wdth  you  the  instructions  of  divine  wdsdom,  and  would 
humbly  solicit  the  counsel  of  age  and  experience  in  the  re- 
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ciprocal  exercise  of  fraternal  alVeciion,  and  the  faithful  per¬ 
formance  of  Christian  duty.  The  whitcncvl  fields  of  the  Re¬ 
deemer’s  harvest  extend  in  boundless  prospect.  The  crys¬ 
talline  streams  of  the  river  of  life  in  gentle  currents  flow — 
The  spirit  of  incjuiry  is  abroad  in  the  earth,  and  all  eyes  are 
directed  to  the  mountain  of  Zion,  to  receive  the  blessings  of 
those  whose  feet  are  shod  with  the  preparation  of  the  gos|)eI 
of  divine  peace,  who  bring  good  tidings,  who  publish  salva¬ 
tion,  who  proclaim  the  universally  triumphant  reign  of  Je¬ 
hovah,  and  pronounce  the  words  of  eternal  life.  If  you 
would  finish  your  course  with  joy  to  testify  the  everlasting 
gospel  of  the  impartial  grace  of  God,  it  is  highly  important 
that  you  give  yourselves  wholly  to  these  things,  that  your 
])rofiting  may  appear  to  all — that  you  hold  frecjuent,  sweet 
communion  with  your  God — that  you  teach  by  precept  as 
well  as  by  example — that  you  preserve  the  unity  of  the  spirit 
in  the  bond  of  peace — that  you  be  instant  in  season  and  out 
of  season  in  the  arduous  labors  of  your  vocation — and  that 
you  ever  keep  iti  view  the  liright  examijle  of  our  Lord  and 
Master,  whose  soul  was  compassion,  whose  life  was  purity, 
whose  word  was  truth — and  whose  governing  principle  was, 
thy  jLiV/,  O  God,  be  done  !  Remember  that  it  is  re()uired  of 
stewards  that  a  man  be  found  faithful.  Remember  that  the 
servants  of  the  Lord  must  not  strive,  but  be  gentle  unto  all 
men,  apt  to  teach,  patient,  in  meekness  instructing  those  who 
oppose  themselves.  Remember  that  our  bond  of  union  is 
not  any  particular  speculative  opinion^  but  it  is  charity  out  of 
a  pure  heart,  and  of  a  good  conscience,  and  of  faith  unfeign¬ 
ed.  Preserve  inviolable  this  bond  of  perfectness.  Your 
duty  is  to  instruct  the  ignorant,  reform  the  vicious,  console 
the  afllicted,  confirm  the  wavering,  uphold  the  weak,  relieve 
the  oppressed,  f)reak  the  bread  of  life,  reprove,  rebuke,  ex- 
iiort  with  all  long  sutTering  and  doctrine — and  let  humility, 
sincerity,  forbearance,  and  charity  adorn  your  lives,  while 
instrumentally  directing  the  triumphant  march  of  the  human 
mind  to  the  glorious  temple  of  divine  wisdom  and  eternal 
truth.  Above  all  things,  be  intreated  to  remember  your  en¬ 
tire  dependence  on  Him  at  whose  mandate  all  worlds  were 
formed — all  beings  created,  arKl  all  creation  crowned  with 
light  and  glory. 

All  herein  addressed,  are  most  afiectionately  commended 
lo  the  paternal  care  ami  ternler  mercy  of  a  dnd  of  undtrivid^ 
iniinntahh^  unbounded,  and  endlebs  l^ove.  !  Anti  may  all  f)CQ- 
nle  respond.  Amen.  l*er  Order. 
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Eolir  BCbCnt. 

Nature  through  her  works  doth  praise 
Him  who  form’d  this  wondrous  ball  ; 
Loud  each  part  doth  anthems  raise, 

To  thy  name — Great  All  in  All  ! 

Man  alone  can  sleep  supine, 

Midst  the  marks  of  love  divine. 

Morning,  clad  in  blue  cy’d  beams, 
Wakes  each  songster  on  the  spray  ; 

Man,  for  whom  such  goodness  streams, 
Man,  more  negligent  than  they, 

On  his  pillow  doth  recline, 

Careless  about  love  divine. 

W'hilc  the  San  his  daily  round 
Through  empyreal  tracts  performs  ; 
Man,  Nature’s  priest,  akin  is  found 
1  o  dust — to  insects — and  to  worms. 

Man  alone  doth  praise  decline, 
Favor’d  child  of  love  divine  1 

Mercy  in  a  flowing  tide 
Waits  to  wash  his  guilt  away  ; 

•lesus  is  his  faithful  guide, 

Calling,  “  Sinners,  I’m  the  way — 

The  truth — the  life — all  that  are  mine 
Shall  taste  the  joys  of  love  divine.” 

Hear  him,  mortals  !  hark  !  his  voice 
Bids  your  drowsy  souls  awake  ; 

Lo— he  calls  you  to  rejoice, 

And  of  heav’nly  bliss  partake  ; 

Bids  thee  make  him  wholly  thine  : 
Surely  this  is  love  divine. 

Let  the  world  forego  its  hold, 

Quit  its  unsubstantial  joys  ; 

Sell  not  mental  peace  for  gold, 

Never  pant  for  childish  toys. 

W'hen  thy  God — thy  Saviour’s  thine, 
Nothing  equals  love  divine. 
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